Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th September 2012  
In Attendance:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh (Chairperson), Michael Farrelly, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Pearse McGeough, Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Padraig McKenny
Apologies:
Councillor Leonard Hatrick

Miriam Roe, Town Clerk


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Director of Services





Padraig Judge, Senior Executive Engineer





-------------------------------

At the outset, the Cathaoirleach welcomed all members back to council after the summer recess.

MINUTE 58/12
Minutes
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly, the minutes of the meeting of 11th July were agreed.
MINUTE 59/12
Matters Arising

At the request of Cllr. J. Tenanty, J. McGuinness, Director of Services advised that the current unoccupied houses at Cuirt na hAbhainn would be allocated as Social Voluntary Units in the coming weeks.
On the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy, J. McGuinness clarified that it was hoped that Ardee Castle would be refurbished by September 2013 and that as part of that process he committed to arranging a public consultation process in the town itself.  He also clarified a number of matters in relation to recent usages of the castle.
MINUTE 60/12
Planned Works
P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer outlined all planned works in July and August 2012.  These included:-
· New surfacing works carried out at the N2 Roundabout just north of Ardee and on the N2 at the St. Marys Football Pitch just south of Ardee.

· Pothole patching repairs carried out in areas such as Ashwalk, Jervis Street, McCreanor’s Terrace and Sliabh Breagh.

· Verge & hedge cutting carried out along the approach roads to Ardee such as the N2, N33 & N52 and along Sliabh Breagh bank on the Drogheda Road.

· Ongoing maintenance of directional and pay parking signage carried out in the Ardee area.

· New stop sign erected on Sean O’Carroll Street at junction with Castle Street.

· New directional signs erected for the Ardee Business Park.

· ESB confirmed connections to the public lighting columns located on:

· The new section of the Kells Road at bend N52

· The Railway Walk

· Stoney Lane / John Street junction

The members noted the report while the following queries were raised:-

· Watermain burst at cycle track at Drogheda Road.

· The need for public consultation with regard to any cycle path proposals.

· Noted the overall National Strategy for cycleways and Coastal Walkways.

On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tenanty and seconded by Cllr. D. Minogue, it was agreed that the Ardee Town Council would write to the Minister for Finance seeking an extension of the Cycle to Work Scheme to include self employed persons and elected members of council.

Similarly on the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy and seconded by Cllr. F. Malone, it was agreed to write to Bus Eireann in relation to the unauthorised use of a bus parking space at Sliabh Breagh.

MINUTE 61/12
Notice of Motions 
Cllr. P. McKenny 
“Call on Louth County Council to allow Rate Collectors in the County return to the system where they physically collect rates from rate payers and not be confined to the office as they currently are”.
J. McGuinness, Director of Services responded to the motion by providing background to this particular issue and outlining the status of local government finance at the moment, and in particular in relation to Louth.  

On the proposal of Cllr. P. McKenny and seconded by Cllr. F. Malone, this motion was agreed.

Cllr. F. Malone

 “Public concern over the high cost of Refuse Collection in the Ardee area where some companies are collecting the black bin every two weeks when they were paid to collect same every week, with no reduction in price”.
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny, it was agreed to amend this motion to call on Ardee Town Council to write to the waste collectors operating in the Ardee area seeking either a reduction in the waste charge or a return of the weekly black bin collection on the basis of the hardship that this change in practice is causing.
This motion was accepted.

MINUTE 62/12
Notice of Question
Cllr. F. Malone
“The Government intend to bring in a property tax in the forthcoming budget, will utility charges be included in this tax as it is in Northern Ireland and Britain?”

On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny, it was agreed to amend the above question as follows:-
“That any mature private estates not taken in charge by the council will not be denied any local authority services in light of the current financial situation”.

On the further proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. P. McKenny, the additional question was framed that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister of Finance seeking that any property tax introduced would include provision for all utility charges.

Both of the above questions were discussed at length by the council.
MINUTE 63/12
Notice of Motions from Other Councils
Clonmel Borough Council
“That Clonmel Borough Council calls on the Government to finally publish the long awaited ‘National Positive Ageing Strategy’ as a matter of urgency”.

This was proposed by Cllr. P. McKenny and seconded by Cllr. D. Minogue.

MINUTE 64/12
Any Other Business
A number of matters were raised by the members of Ardee Town Council as follows:-
· On the proposal of Cllr. F. McCoy and seconded by Cllr. D. Minogue, it was agreed to propose a vote of congratulations to Ardee Tidy Towns on Ardee recently securing a bronze medal in the Tidy Towns Competition and that a Civic Reception be arranged to acknowledge that feat.

· On proposal of Cllr. P. McKenny and seconded by Cllr. F. Malone it was agreed to continue the annual Halloween Fireworks display in conjunction with St. Marys and on the provision that the Ardee Traders also become involved.
· Cllr. P. McGeough raised two matters in relation to the funding for Ardee Boxing Club and the issue of speeding at Sean O’Carroll Street.  On the seconding of Cllr. F. Malone it was agreed to write to An Garda Siochana with regard to the second matter.

· On the proposal of Cllr. J. Tenanty, seconded by Cllr. M. Farrelly it was agreed that the Ardee Town Council would write to the Chairperson of Louth County Council requesting to the Chairperson to consider making a contribution to the cleaning of the Foster Statue as a legacy to his Chairmanship of the council and to the town.

· On the proposal of Cllr. F. Malone and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy it was agreed to write to the County Enterprise Board and the IDA and invite them to a meeting of Ardee Town Council on a separate basis to establish the efforts that are being made to encourage investment activity in the town of Ardee.

· Cllr. F. Malone requested that the members would note that the Nettuno, Twinning trip and the attendance of any delegates at the AMAI conference has always been on a self funding basis by the individual members of Ardee Town Council themselves.

· On the proposal of Cllr. M. Kavanagh, it was agreed that J. McGuinness would prepare a very simple one page briefing document on the operation of the one hour free parking in Ardee to remove any doubt as to the operation of the system. 
The following matters were noted:-

· The recycling centre will be a year old next week and there is a meeting of the Ardee Joint Policing Committee on 17th September at 6.00pm in Ardee Castle.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
